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Site Update

After disappointments with our plans to locate, first, at the intersection of INSIDE THis 13sUE

interstates 70 and 75, then at the Wright Factory site in west Dayton, things | 1 Site Update
are looking up in finding a home for the Triumph of Flight. We are working ';’ _An"‘:n"'w:l‘;"';h1 000 voura®
with the City of Dayton for inclusion in the plans for revamping Kettering ) e

Field, just north of downtown. We love the site for a variety of reasons.

There, the Triumph of Flight will enjoy better visibility than at any other site in the area, because of its
location right next to interstate 75. And that will bring traffic. I-75 carries traffic of 45 million vehicles
peryear. From a historical standpoint the site isimportant because it is within the city limits of Dayton,
where the Wright brothers lived, worked, and invented the airplane. But beyond that, Kettering Field
was once known as McCook Field and nicknamed the “Cradle of Aviation” because of the
pioneering developments that occurred there between 1917 and 1927, before operations were
transferred to Wright Patterson

(see our newsletter of May 2024).

The Kettering Field plans already
include a series of large murals,
on the walls of the Main Street
exit from [-75, that will display :
events and accomplishments at |
McCook Field, which have long
deserved such recognition. We
hope to become part of that
recognition along with our X
mission to celebrate the triumph —

of flight and Dayton as the home =AY
of that triumph. SE_R.O

itecture.engifeering
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We will keep you posted. Graphic of plan for expansion of Kettering Field

Notice of 2025 Annual Membership Meeting

The Wright Image Group’s 2025 membership meeting will be held at 12:00 p.m. noon,
December 4th, immediately prior to the December Board of Directors meeting, via Zoom
video conference. Please join in by clicking on the following link:
https://us0éweb.zoom.us/j/81861867670?pwd=e6041zS2ka40Odrkte8GbnDWKnfaDON. 1
Oruse MeetingID-818 6186 7670

And Passcode - 868409
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“Man will not fly for 1,000 years.”
By Jim Woodford

The Wright Brothers spirits were dampened by rain and growing despair over the test results at
Kittyhawk with their 1901 glider. They experienced much smaller lift than expected which ruined any
hope of long hours of test flights. Years later, Orville recalled that on their August 20™, 1901, train ride
back to Dayton that Wilbur had lamented that man would not fly for 1,000 years [for the record,
Wilbur remembered this conversation as having said 50 years].

However, renowned aviation pioneer Octave Chanute had previously arrived at Kittyhawk on
August 5 and was sufficiently impressed with the brothers’ progress that he invited Wilbur to speak
to the Western Society of Engineers in Chicago. At first reluctant, Wilbur was talked into accepting
through the urging of his sister Katherine. She wrote to her father, “Will was about to refuse, but |
nagged him into going. He will get acquainted with some scientific men, and it may do him a lot
of good.” Preparation uplifted the spirits of both the boys, and so, less than one month after what
appeared to be total despair, at age 35, high school educated Wilbur Wright gave his presentation
to a room full of engineers on September 18, 1901.

Upon Wilbur's return from Chicago, the brothers reviewed discrepancies between the published
data they had used to construct the glider and their actual flight experience. Beginning with wing
lift testing using a small model wing on a rotating horizontally mounted bicycle wheel, results led
step-by-step to Orville building an actual wind funnel. Using this wind tunnel the brothers developed
their own lift data. In an October 6™ letter to Chanute, Wilbur confidently explained their findings in
detail along with the comprehensive mathematics. He readily explained their “maximum
advantage in lift” findings. So, the brothers’ mood changed from a feeling of despair on the train
ride back to Dayton on August 20" to optimistic communication with Chanute just a month and a
half later. Sister Katherine summed up the successful data gathering in a letter to their father, “The
boys have finished their tables of the action of the wind on various surfaces, or rather they have
finished their experiments. As soon as the results are put in tables, they will begin work for next
season’s bicycles.” [History tells us that “The largest machine, the longest fime in the air, the smallest
angle of descent, and the highest wind!!l” were just around the proverbial corner.]
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